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MCGOWAN GOVERNMENT — ELECTION COMMITMENTS 
300. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. If the Premier’s Labor government’s $700 hit on households is to deal with debt, 
as he claims, and considering his budget, just released last week, has a 45 per cent increase in overall 
commonwealth grants, a GST share going to 65 per cent and a large increase in royalty income — 
A government member: Preamble! 
The SPEAKER: Members, I will make that decision. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: — why is state debt still rocketing past $40 billion under the government’s watch and it has 
not even funded most of its new Metronet commitments? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
It is because that is the debt we inherited from the Liberals and the Nationals. That is the debt we inherited from 
them. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I will not warn you again. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: What the opposition does not seem to understand, which probably explains why it left us 
with this financial position, is that there is this thing called forward estimates, and inside the forward estimates — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the Leader of the Opposition for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Inside the forward estimates are built-in costs, and those costs are things like wage deals, 
contracts that are signed and expenditure that is in place. The Treasurer, the Expenditure Review Committee, the 
cabinet and I—indeed the whole government—has shown restraint that the Liberal–National government never 
showed. The average spend across its budgets during its time in office was 6.3 per cent. We now have it at 1.2 per cent. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I think it is accepted broadly across the state—I think it is even accepted by most people in 
the Liberal Party, much to the Leader of the Opposition’s chagrin—that this government is taking financial and 
economic management seriously in ways the former government never did. 
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